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Anti-Human Cytomegalovirus Activity of 4’ , 5, 7-trihydroxy-3’, 5’ —dimethoxyflavone (tricin)
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We investigated the anti-human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) effect of tricin, isolated from Kumazasa hot water
extract, in the human embryonic lungfibroblast (HEL) cells. HCMV is known to induce several cellular signals
expression, especially cyclooxygenase-2 (cox-2) . Whereas, treatment of HCMV-infected HEL cells with tricin
inhibited the cox-2 gene expression in a dose-dependent manner. These results suggest that tricin exhibit
anti-HCMYV activity by inhibiting of cox-2 gene expression.
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