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Cancer Chemopreventive Effect of Fermented Taheebo
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Tabebuia avellanedae (Taheebo), a traditional medicine used in South America from Incan era, is
well-known to have a potent cancer chemopreventive activity. Recently, we prepared fermented Taheebo by
treating Taheebo with several microorganisms including Lactobacillus and examined its cancer
chemopreventive activity. In two-stage mouse skin carcinogenesis tests, fermented Taheebo showed more
potent cancer chemopreventive activity than intact Taheebo, suggesting that fermentation increased intrinsic
active constituents or produced new active compounds.
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