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Studies of the chemopreventive activity in medicinal fungus Shiraia bambusicola
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In order to seek promising candidates for cancer chemoprevention, we studied the potential chemopreventive
activity of the stromatic fungus Shiraia bambusicola. The n-hexane extract and Hypocrellin pigments exhibited
inhibitory effect on primary screening test indicated by the induction of Epstein-Barr virus early antigen
(EBV-EA). Perylenequinone-related compounds Hypocrellin B, Cercosporin, Calphostin C, Hypericin also
exhibited inhibitory effect by these tests. Cercosporin, Hypericin exhibited strong inhibitory effects on the

two-stage carcinogenesis test of mouse skin.
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