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Antitumor Activity of Medicinal Plant “Taheebo” and Its Active Principle
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The Bignoniaceae plant Tabebuia avellanedae, which is commonly known as “Taheebo”, is a traditional
medicine with potent antitumor activity. Our ongoing investigation of constituents in Taheebo led to the
isolation of NQ801 with the naphtho[2,3-b]furan-4,9-dione skeleton as the active principle. However, the
isolation yield of NQ801from the inner bark of the plant is less than 0.001%. Recently we have succeeded in a
concise synthesis of NQ801, promoting us to start studies on its in vitro and in vivo biological and
pharmacological properties in detail. Herein we report anti-proliferative activity of NQ80lagainst several
human cancer cell lines and human normal cell lines together with the synergistic interactions between NQ801

and vitamin C.
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