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A case of acupuncture needles migrating into the brain through the carotid artery.
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We report a case in which acupuncture needles penetrate the carotid artery and reached intracranially. A
78-year-old woman was referred to the Department of Neurosurgery due to sudden severe headache frequently.
She complained of asthma more than 30 years previously and had been treated by acupuncture in neck. X-ray
image showed some needles in the neck and brain. Computed tomography (CT) revealed that the needles are

present in the internal carotid artery and middle cerebral artery.
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