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Effects of lupeol on malignant melanoma
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The tumor-suppressive effects of lupeol, a triterpene extracted from Indian lettuce (Lactuca indica), were
evaluated in an experimental melanoma model and spontaneous canine oral malignant melanoma (COMM).
The tumor growth rates in the lupeol-injected group were significantly decreased compared to those observed
in the non-treated (NT) and solvent control groups. Systemic lupeol may potentially prevent local tumor
progression and distant metastasis in COMM. These results indicate that lupeol could be a new adjuvant for

malignant melanoma therapy.
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